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“… ‘And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.’ 41Jesus answered, ‘O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you?’ ”



Luke 9:40-41
  =because we are fallen people living in a fallen world, spiritual 
     highs do not last – we experience most of life living in the 
     valley between the mountains
     (the real issue is this— what do we do in light of what we learn? 
     (how do I live in the valley in light of the mountain?

Coming Down from the Mountain: the Battle to Believe
Lesson 1:  We Live in a Fallen World    
Lesson 2: We Must Love and Help the Fallen Ones  
Lesson 3:  We Must Battle Unbelief
“And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.’ 41Jesus answered,

‘O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.’ 42While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43And all were astonished at the majesty of God.”                                   Luke 9:40-43
=what we see in this passage is a battle with unbelief…. unbelief 
        on the part of the disciples of Jesus!
    ‘Why could we not cast the demon out?’ Jesus responded— 

            ‘. . . because of your little faith!’     (Matthew 17:20)

      -in Mark 9— Jesus told them the issue was connected with 

         their lack of spiritual discipline— ‘these only can be driven 

         out by prayer’…implying their lack of prayer—

           (lack of prayer is a faith issue . . . a faithless issue!

=who is Jesus calling ‘faithless’ and ‘twisted’

      -context has to point to the Apostles (the nine)
      -the word ‘twisted’ here is drawn from Deuteronomy 32—

      -the context:  the aftermath of the Exodus… God faithfully 

          delivered Israel and they faithlessly rebelled!

“The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice.
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.
5 They have dealt corruptly with him;
    they are no longer his children because they are blemished;
    they are a crooked and twisted generation.”     Deuteronomy 32:5-6
=so what was the problem?

       -unbelief . . . they simply had not believed Him

       -their belief (faith) was limited…the more difficult the 

            situation, the more they struggled…the less they believed!
We have the same problem— the same struggle to believe…

   -we struggle to believe that God is sovereign over our troubles 
   -we have to fight to believe He's “working all things together for 
          good according to His own purposes.”
Do I really believe that God is sovereign over my troubles?
 (because we live in a fallen world (lesson 1) we will experience 
        consequences consistent with living in a fallen world
 (the question then for a true believer is not, ‘why me?’ . . . the 
          question is, ‘What’s up?’ (God, what’s up…what are You 
          up to…what am I supposed to learn here…what are You 
          teaching me?)
  =so why does Jesus chastise them? Why 
  -because they do not do what He said they could do primarily 

        because they had ‘twisted’ (deviated) from faith in Jesus to 

        faith in the process…their own ability!
NOTE:

  -this is an expression of holy frustration on the part of Jesus

  -a disappointment with His own men…His own people

  -their unbelief is directly connected to their inability to 

       comprehend that God is sovereign over all things in life 

       including the horror about to befall them— the Cross!

How important is this message?

“…while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, 44‘Let these words sink into your ears:…”     (vv. 43b-44a)
