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“Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid.”               Luke 8:35
*so the 1st story was designed to point out Jesus’ power over the 

    natural order (over wind/waves) – a definitive mark of Deity!
*story 2— beginning in Luke 8:26 – is about Jesus’ power over 

     the supernatural order – over the spiritual realm

‘Luke gives us. . . a lively, forceful picture of the destructive effects of demon possession. If a raging sea is a threat, demonic force is much worse. Not only the power of the kingdom, but also the power of the Messiah to release the captives of the kingdom move against this demonic force.’    Walter Liefeld
The Issue of Demon Possession . . .

=‘having a demon’ (demons) – most common phrase in NT (16x)

    -‘being demonized’ (verb used 13x ) means the same thing.    

    -‘possessing an unclean spirit’ – 
    -‘being afflicted with unclean spirits’ 
=demons work for Satan:

    *to stop the purposes of God 
    *to captivate men’s souls and hold them against the influences 
        of the gospel

 =yes— they literally take over a person’s mind and body

   (demons can possess anyone who is not possessed by Christ!
This passage is not about demon possession….it’s about Jesus! Jesus is the dividing line here. 
   =Luke is drawing our attention to His person and His power 
   =Luke purpose is not to provoke our curiosity about demons …

       -his purpose is to convince us about the person of Jesus!
A Man in A Mess   (Luke 8:26-29)
=7 marks of demon possession in this man—

      *disregard for personal dignity (nakedness) (v. 27)
      *social isolation (v. 27)

      *retreat to the simplest shelter (cave,  tombs) (v. 27)

      *demonic recognition of Jesus’ deity  (v. 28)

      *demonic control of speech (v. 28)

      *shouting      *extraordinary strength (v. 29)

Here’s the mess—

    ‘The basic tragedy of the demoniac lay not in mental or physical symptoms; in his case a human being was controlled by powers totally antithetical to God, His kingdom, and the kingdom blessings of ‘righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit’
The Messiah and a Maniac   (Luke 8:30-33)
   =understand something—

      *We are all responsible for our sin . . . no demonic force can 
         take control of a human life and make you sin unless you 
         allow it . . . {the Devil did NOT make you do it!} 
     *when the demonic takes over a life—  you cannot change 

        your  circumstances—only the power of God can deliver you

  =I may not be possessed by demons, but if I’m possessed by  
      what I want or by what I have and if that’s NOT God in the 
      Gospel of Jesus Christ, then I am no less of amess than this 

      demon possessed man!   [because I’m enslaved by sin!]
  =in the brief dialogue between Jesus and the demons, Luke is 
       telling us that Jesus is sovereign over everything! 
Man and the Miraculous
*there are 2 reactions – two responses to Jesus—

   =the heart set free    (Luke 8:38-39)
   =the heart set in stone   (vv. 34-37) 
